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Tothe Reader. 
Chriſtan Reader, 


Heſe following Letters were in- 
tended onely for ſome particular 
Chriſtians :+ but ſeeing that which 
is contained in them 1s of general 
concernment, I do'here preſent it 
to the view of all ; and the ra- 
ther, becauſe the power of God doth appear in it: 

in reſpe& of the weakneſſe and contempribleneſle 
of the inſtrument whom he doth here employ ; as 
formerly it hath been his courſe 1n doing great 
things by weakeſt means , and ſo by ſuch fooliſh 

neſſe he doth bring tonought the wiſdom of the: 
wile, that ſo no fleth may glory-in his preſence. 

And as it hath been the manner of God's proceed- 

ings heretofore , ſo likewiſe I inde the tmmediate 

acting of the Spirit in giving in, and fo accordingly 
in carrying me forth to communicate it to others, 

And ſeeing it is thus , I dare not concealit in obl1-, 

vion , but I muſt hold it forth to the view of the 

whole world , not fearing any thing in way of of-- 
poſition from the creature : forl tear not the pri- 
ſon, having ſuch enlargements in God : I fear not 
reproach ; fcr I can wear it as my Crown : I fear 
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| Tothe Reader. 
| not want, mthat I doeajoy alin God: And th 
' I may be counted mad to the world , Efhall f 
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the words of foberneſle : and if I am mad, as the 
Apoſtle faith, it is to God ; and if I amin my 
right mind, it is for the benefit of others. And1 
deſire likewiſe. that the Chriſtian Reader ſhould 
know, though I queſtion not the truth of that 
which I do here hold forth, yet I am reſolved not 
to contend for it with carnal weapons, as by Ar- 
gument, but rather [ ſhall wit the truth of it 
with my Blood, "if God ſhall call me toit : forl 
have nothing tofdo, but to hold it forth , and ſo I 
muſt leave it to God, who know will witneſle to 
his own Truth, and reveal it unto all bis in bis good 
time : 1n the mean while, ſo far as we have attain- 
ed, let us walk by the ſame rule, and minde the 
ſame thing, and accordingly wait for further dilco- 
veries. 

And ſo I ſhall leave thee (good Reader) tothe 
maniteſtation of Chriſt-in thy fleſh , which doth 
begin to _ in fome,and we do likewiſe expect 
item general untoall the Saints, when God ſhall 
bring them out of darkneflc into his marvellous 
light ; which is begun ,; and ſhall increaſe until it 
be perfe& day. And with this I ſhall cloſe up, 
committing thee to God, and to the power of his 


race, ever remaining 
0: Thine in Chiiſt, 


Elizabeth Awery. 
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Opening the Myſtery of the ſtate 
and fall of 


BABYLON. 


Dear Friend, 


Eeing it is the greateſt joy of the Saints to have 
communion one with another 1n the Spirit, 
though diſtant in the Fleſh ; which joy is 
much improved, when the Lord doth carry 
us forth in communicating one unto another 
that which he is pleaſed toreveal unto us ty 

his £pirit z And here by the providence of God I am come 

forth to a& in this kinde : So in the firlt place I ſhall ſpeak of 

Babylon, as it is that vail of Darknefſe which covers all feſh, 

Iſa. 25.7. which God will ſhortly take away from 3)l his 

Saints z but at preſent this vail covers all fl.(h more thea ever, 

and Antichriſt the ſpirit of Errour doth refide in the fleſh 

more then ever, cvca in the Saints themſclves as well — O= 
B thers ; 
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thers ; and fo it ſhall be, aQ2 is manifeſted in the fleſh of 
whe Saints, as he wes inthe Humanity of Chrift 1 end ſuch « 
onein whom God fhallbe hos marufcſted , ſhallcorfe (ſe that 
Peſun Chriſt is came 3u the fleſh, 1 Job 4.3. nnd when it 1s thug 
with any,in ſuch a one Babylon and Antichriſt is falleo, But at 
the preſent , Babylon and Antichriſt is fall:n io a very incon. 
fiderable number of the Saints, who are enlightned with the 
light of Truth ; and theſe are the Watchmen that ſhall declare 
glad tidings, J/a.51.14,15,16, and52.7 8 But howſoever 
Babylonand Antichriſt, wkich is Confatian and Errour,doth 
remain inthe generality of mankinde, yea the Saints them» 
{{ves, I fay , That Babylon and Antichriſt is over all States 
which govern by an Arbitrary power, and over all Churches, 
whether National or others , and'all Worſhip- , whether the 
Worſhip of the Heathens, or Antichriſtian Worſhip, thut/ 
comprehends all ; which hath formerly been underttood to 
be the Worſhip of the Papilts , but we have found it other- 
wiſe:zand not on:ly is Contuſion and Errour in all falſe Wor 
ſhip, but Babylon is in the pureſt Worſhip , that is moſt a» 
greeable to the {etter of che Word, becaulc the Saints have no 
rule for what they practiſe in taking np the Ordinance, never 
fince the defetion from the faith : for though the Apoltle 
ſp:aks of a falling away , yet he never ſpeaks of the reftaura- 
tion of the Truth in the fame form of Worſhip which at the 
firſt was given forch, And ſo we mult look tor new diſco» 
veries, ſuch as have not been yet, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 7he 
things that bave not been, ſhall be told you : and the Apoftle Pcs 
ter ſpeaking unto the Saints in general , and in thean he ſpake 
to us, whom it doth morejmmediately concern , even we 
which live in this age, wherein the Prophecies are to be acs 
compliſhed in aſpiritual (cnſe ; the Apoltle Prrer lays (2 Pex. 

I, the three1-{t verſes) Tow have a more [ſure Word of prophe« 
cie', to Which you ſhall do Well to give bred, as unto 4 light ſhining 
in a dar k place, until the day dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe in your 
be.rts. Now Babylon, you lee , is not onely the Church of 
Reme , which doth apprarto all that are enlightned to bc fo, 
becauſe their Religion conlilts of ſo many particulars , which 
is. 
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is heedleſſe for me to recite, being ſo well known to all z brit 
Babylon doth more myſtically appear to be in this preſent 
Stateand Church of Englan4. I put them togerher, becauſe 
they arc ſo involved, that they ma e but one Beaſt, which is 
the ſecond Beaſt ſpoken Reved. 13. 2 1, which is diſtin from 
the B-aft that rofe out of the Sea , who had power given him 
over Kinreds, Tongues and Narions, But howſoever,though 
that Bcaſt that did ciſe out of the ſea did riſe firſt, and fo did 
a&t according to his power io the firſt place, yet ſure Babylon 
fal!s firſt in this glorious State and Church of England, which 
may well be underſtood to be the feet and toes of the great I- 
mage ſpoken of Dan.2.34. which are diffcrent from the legs, 
which are altogether of Iron, which did ſhew the great 
ſtrength of the Roman Monarchy. 

But here it may be obje&ted, That thi gloriows Church 
and State of England bath appeared to be a golden cup in the 
Lords haud, Jer. $1.7. in reſpeft of the Spiritual excellencies 
Which have been ſeen in her ; and therefore bow can it be compared 
” roy and tors of rhe great Image, which # the mean(ft part of 
: ? . 

Tothis I anſwer, Though the feet and tors are the meaneſt 
part of the body , yet itawi!l apperr that there are more ex» 
cellencies in them then the head of gold : for though the feer 
and toes be thus mixt, part of Pottcrs clay, and parr of [ron, 
which ſhews that the Kingdom is partly weak and'partly 
ſtrong; but though this part be not ſtrong by reaſon of the 
mixture, yet I ſay there 1s more excellency in this mixture, 
then inthe head'of Gold: for it is faid of this State, thar they 
did mix themſelves with the feed of men, which is a great 
myſtery : And ſo though Babylon may be in all.r.anner of 
Profcflions, and all States who govern inan arbitrary way, 
yet I may boldly fay, that Babylon, concerning whoſe d:{tru- 
Rion the Prophets of old and Jobn in the Revelation (peat, 
that ſpiritval Babylon as it'is a State and Church, and myſti- 
cally Babylon in our gathered Churches, and An ichrift ren» 
dered in a myſtery inthe Saints; all which, outof queltion, 
15 to be accomplifhed in this Ifland of Grear Britain , _ 
B 2 y 
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open is made evidently to appear to be the tenth part 
of the great City , Which « fpiritnally call'd Sodons and Egypt, 
Where allo owr Lord vas crucified, Revel. 11.13. that falls firſt, 
Now if this can be proved, as very probably it can, that this 
State and National Church of England be Babylon, then I 
pray take notice of that which the Lord ſpeaks, Jerem.s 1.49. 
that as Babylon cauſed the ſlain of 1/racl ro fall , ſo at Babylon 
ſhall fall the lin of all the earth. Not that all the carth (hall 
be ſlain with a temporal ſword, but the earth is ſlain in a ſpi. 
ritual ſenſe : for natural Babylon did not (liy Ifracl in the fleſh; 
for the Prophet feremiab and other of the Saints had good 
ulage in Babylon : And a ſlaughter to be flain in this ſenſe as 
hereit is ſpoken , it isto be ſlain by following their wicked 
ways, in being led in Errour, and ſo ſlain by their fin, And 
ſure natural Babylon did never uſe ſuch cruelty on the Saints 
xs the Scripture ſpeaks of ; onely on ſome which were not 
Saints, but the enemies of God, which did go contrary to his 
commacd in rebelling againſt the King of Babylon, unto 
whom the Lord had given commandment by Jeremiah the 
Prophet , that they ſhould fabjeRt themſelves unto his yoke. 
And fo whereas it is faid that Babylon did cauſe theflain of 
Iſrael to fall, it's Babylon in the Saints, that is, Confuſion and 
Errour haveſlain the Saints in a ſpiritual ſenſe : as the Lord. 
ſays —_— his peovle , that they were ſlain by their ini- 
quity ; a8in Hoſe 13. it is ſaid , that the iniquity of Epbrains 
u bound wp, and bis fin i hid: but when it did appear, fee what 
follows, even the ſorrows of a travelling wo:ran, and death 
it ſelf. Now this is Babylons caufing the ſlain of Iſrael to 
fall, So Babylon cauſcth the lain of Iſracl. to fall by her 
falſe teachings, as in 1/4i.9.13, F-rem. 51. 5, and ſo forward ;; 
again, verſ; 25 of the farne Chapter z3 which ſhews how Ba» 
bel did deltroy the people of God by their falſe teachings. 
Again, Babylon cauſeth the ſhin of Ifracl to fall, by her cruel 
hatred, and moſt decritful uſage , and by her vile reproaches, 
by which ſhe flzys the people of God with the ſword of the 
heart, and with the ſword of the tongae , concerning the na- 
wre of which ,is fully madeforth in Pſa, 11, So, as iy 
n. 
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lob hath cauſed the ſlain of Iſracl to fall, fo at Babylon ſhatt 
fall the Cl1in of all the carth, which is fcth in the Saints, when 
' the Lord hath jadged with fire and the ſword 'all ficſh,, as in 
\l{ai-9.5. and 66.16. Revel.t9.10. Now though ſinful fleſh 
be lain in the Saints whillt they are 1a Babylon, yet this is 
not done till we are flain by Babylon, and fo have atrained 
anto 2 reſurreRtion with Chr (t, as in //a, 26,19 20,21, I 
pray take notice of this Scripture ; for it makes forth clearly 
that ſtate of the Church which hath been or ſhall be flain by 
Babylon, and riſen with Chriſt,being ſecured in that chamber 
here ſpoken of in reſpeR of the ſpiritual man , in that there 
is 00 more fin, nor hell, nor death ; though hell and death re. 
mains in the fl:ſh as yet, inſomuch that we have cauſe to cry 
out with the Apoltle, © Wrerched men that We are , Who hat 
deliver ua from this boty of death? But now the Lord is come 
into his temple#n many of the Saints, though we have a being 
as yet in Babylon, amongſt the dens of lions, and the moun= 
tains of the leopards z but though the Lord is come into his 
remple , even the Meſſenger of the Covenant, in whom we 
delight ; yet it 1s laid, ( Mak. 3. 1,12, 3.1) ho can abide bis 
coming, and the ſbal ſtand whey be appeareth ? what flifſh can 
endure bis preſence ? Fleſh mult die, when God appeareth in 
ir, So God fits in his temple to deſtroy ſinful fleſh in his 
Saints , which is done even here, whillt we have our being in 
this ſtrange land, amongſt our cruel enemies. : But when the 
Lord hath accompliſhed his work on meant Sion, which he 
will ef by the cruelty of the inhabicants of Caldea , to the 
mortifying of the fl.(hin the Saints , then the Lord will viſit 
the proud heart of the King of Babel, and gather all his from 
among the Heathen , and fo give reſt unto -his people , and 
diſquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. 
ow I ſhall ſum up in brief the particulars of the fall of 
Babylon, which is begun in ſome , and ſhall be accompliſhed 
in all, even in this 1ſlnd of Great Britain. 


In the firlt place, 
Babylon is fallen in a very inconſiderable part of the Szints,. 
£y6a 
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- even in the leaſt number ; but in aſpritual ſenſe it is fallen tn 


the leaſt number z ſo when Babylon was thus fallen in them, 
Light did appear, in that they had brought forth a man-childe 
ſ{poket of Rev. 12. 1,2. 1/ai-9, and 66, which man: childe is 
underſtood in the firlt place to be onely the glorious marife» 
ſtations of God in the fl.ſh of that nuinber of Saints in whom 
he doth appear. Now when God doth thus appear in any, 
then that dragon which of late hath made war i» b:aven Rev. 
12, Who did not prevail becauſe Micha! did with'tand him ; 
Liay, when that dragon was caſt to the earth, even that glori- 
ous Stare which is now come to confuſion, and fo he ſaw his 
power , hedid preſently bzgin to perfecute that part of the 
Church who did repreſent the woman which had broughe 
forth a man childe ; but the woman had fled into the wilder- 
neſle , where ſhe is kept , as is ſpoken of in the Scripture z 
which wildernefle, 1n a ſpiritual ſenſe , is onely that place of 
ſafety in which the ſpiritual man doth reſide , which is Gcd 
himſelf, whodocs manitc(t his preſence moſt unto his Saints 
12 their deſolate and diſconſolate condition ; and the Saints 
live more in God in the want of all hilp and comfort from 
the creature, then in the enjoyment of ail. But though that 
part of the Church is ſecured in that place, which is God, in 
reſpe of the ſpiritual man : yet as (heis in the fleſh, ſhe is 
in Babylon, amongſt her bateful enemies, who have procured 
the greatelt evil unto themſclves in perſecuting of the Saints. 
In that the violences done uato us, unto our ficth, be on Baby- 
lon, ſhall the inhabitants of Sion ſay, not onely in that which 
God hath done already in the fall of this glorious State and 
Church, which ſhall never be rebuilt again ; but our blood be 
on the inhabitants of Caldea, ſhall Jeruſalem ſay. Now 
here we may ſce the fa)l of Babylon, whoſe fall is firſt in an 
inconfiderable part of the Saints 3 and when it is in any,light 
doth appear, and you know the Prince of darkneſſc haies the 
light, fo as they hate the light ; they perſccute them in whom 
God doth appear , and in periecuting them , they caſh them. 
{clves againſt the rocks, and ſo are broken : and ſure the ſtone 
that is cut ont of the mountain without hands, (hall fall on - 
t 
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the enemies of God, and pri — AUTO even #$ Ba- 
bylon'is fallen in ſome of the Saints, andfallen in the State 
2nd National Church of Great Britain , which out of doubt 
i6he great part of the tenth City ſpoken of Reve/10. fo Br 
bylon ſhall fall io all gathered Cnurches, and 1a 31] che Saines 
ſhortly ; and fo not onely ſhall the ſtone break the feet of the 
great I maze, bu when the feet are broken, then all falls with 
it, the gold and filver , which is the truth it ſelf that is held 
forth in Baoz lon ; Howſoever truth hall return from the land 
of the exemy ," as Jerem. 31. and the fire ſhalltry every man his 
work : and we know that gold and filver ſhall abide the try- 
ing and refining, and fo truth (hall be tried , and appear to be 
truth ; the Saints themſclves ſhall be tried, and appear to be 
Saints 2 fo in this fall and reftiain3 the Truth loſeth nothiag 
but its droſle, ' and the Saints nothing but their corruption ; 
and when this is done, the-whole body ſhull go ont of B1oy- 
lon, and fl eout of theland of the Caldeans, with a voice of 
finging, //a.48. 20,21. When we ſhall truſt God in a wil- 
dern:&-condition in reſpet of temporals , having ſo good 
experience of bis ſupplying as in ſpirituals ; fo *faredly , as 
God hath already, and will gather all his out of Babylon ſpi- 
ritually in rcſpeX of Errour ; fo likewile he will gather all 
his from all places whither they have been led captive,as well 
as out of this Land, which doth more evidently appzar to be 
ſpicitual Babylon then any other place :Which gathering (hall 
be, out of doubr, a local ſepar ition. The Scriptures to prove, 
are as followeth, 1/ai. the 8, 9,13,14,25,26' 27,34 35,43, 52, 
and 66 Chapters ; 7-rem. the 30, 31, 5©, and 51 Chapters ; 
Ezh. the 37 and 39 Chapters ; Hoſes the 5, 6; and 13 Cha» 
pters ; Matlab. the 13, and Revit. 18. Compare thele Scri- 


- Ptures, which ſh:w the great tribulation which (hall befal the 


Church of God iminediatcly before her deliverance out of 
Baoylon, in reſpeR of Darkacfſc and Errour, and her deliver. 
ance hkewiſe temporally from the bondage of the creature, 
the hateful enemics of God ; and (o the Church ſhill be ſecu- 
red in that chamber ſpoken of in 7/44.26;- and the wilderneſſe, 
Fevel.tz, as well ina temporal (calc as in a ſpiritual, w.iich 

is. 


(5) 
is _ of ſafety,as we may underſtand it in the letter, which 
God will provide as a om for the Saints; which I ſay 
is an undoubted truth , in reſpe& of the judgements of God 
which are _—_ on the carth , an utter dcſtruRion of the 
wicked by Sword, Peſtilence and Famine ; which is one of 
the main motives which God doth uſe, to per{wade his peo- 
plero : part out of Babylon , Ferem. the 5@ and thc 5 « Chap. 
Rev. 1s, 

Unto this it may be objeRed , If this Were a truth that 
you ſpeak concerning the gathering away of the Saints , ſurely 
God Would not bid: it from Lu choſen ones ; and certainly God 
would not ſuffer them to att as they do, 4s toendeavour ta bu'ld 
wp the State that ts fallen ; and ſhall the Saints build Babel ? ſure 
_ 1 4 very prepoſterous thing , and certainly this 1s not a truth 
ho 


Anſwer , That the Saints (hall endeavour with all their 
might to heal Babel, according to the appointment of God,s 
in mp 1.8 9, Where it is ſaid, Babylon # ſuddenly fallen ; 
bowl for Babylon, take balm for her pain, if { be ſhe may be 
bealed. And when the Saints have endavoured what they can 
to heal her , then they take up this (ad expreſſion , We would 
bave bealed Babel, but ſh: #s not bealed ; let ua leave ber, and de- 
part every one to his own Country : for her judgement reacheth 
wnto heaven, and ts liſted up to the rhies. 

Now I ſhall give an Anſwer to ſome Queltions,and ſome 
OdjxRions, and ſo cloſe up, 


The firſt Queſtion ; 

How it can be ſaid that when the Saints depart ont of the land 
of their nativity, they go unto their own Country , if it bero be 
under ſlord of a local ſeparation. 

Uato this I anſwer , The Land of our nativity is not 
thetic own Country to the Saints , if in ſuch a place they are 
10 bondage : for how was the land of Egypt the own Cour. 
try to the children of Ifracl, though it was the land of their 
nativity,and ſo was Babylon to many of the people of God ; 
but the land of Canaan was the place of their reſt ; mw . 
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God hath prepared a wildernciic for the Saints'to depart irito, 
when he ſhall gather them from the land of their Captivity 
not a wilderneſſe where there is want of all things, but where 
there ſhall be abundance both of ſpirituat and temporal en» 
joyments, as can be proved by the Seriptures before quoted ; 
which is an undoubted truth, as well mm a liceral ſenſe as ſpi- 
ritual, I fay, it may appear to be a wilderne(le for the preſent 
to the carnal ſenſe, but it ſhall not be ſolong z for the Scri« 

doth prefix a time, Rev.12, 4 time, and half 4 time ; that 
15, three yeers and « half : and then, when that time is accom» 
pliſhed, as in 1/as.3t. the ſolitary places and the wilderneſſe hall 
rejoyce for them, and the deſarts ſpall bloſſome like a roſe. 

The ſecond Queſtion : 

What is the reaſon , if God will gather his people ont of their 
Lend, he doth ſo hide it from the generality of the Saints : for there 
6 not one among ſt a thouſand of your judgement ? 

Unto this I anſwer, that the Lord doth thus hide it from 
kis Saints, for divers Reaſons. 

'Firſt , Becauſc he will have them endeavour vi & army, 
ideſt, by force and might , to heal Babel : which if it were 
made known unto them that all cheir labour were in yain, 
they would not trouble themſelves any further : but God 
ill have it ſo, becauſe he will render his Saints a righteous - 
pope unto the Iu bers —_ —_ nows- 

ſhortly, when as they ih the words wing, 
The Lord bath browght forth our righeeenſueſſe $ let ws delatio 
Sion the works of the Lord onr G | 

The ſecond Reaſon why it is thus hidden, Becauſe if it 
were revealed, the of God would be fo imparient n6- 
der theſe ſufferings, they would make too much halte, 
and be before that God have finiſhed his work on wounr 
Siew, which he hathappointed for Babylon to do, in the crucl 

of the Saints, unto the mortifying of the fl: ſh in ther, 

the onely and true reaſon that doth reveal it to {o 
few, is, becauſe there is no EIS part = ws Church in 
a capacity to apprehend mercy as to havea deliverance 
out of ſuch bondage as x 7 ind whom the Lord is pleaſed 
y *C to 


-— —— 


(10) 
to reveal theſe things, unto our great conſolation, in the time 
of our greateſt dolour and extremity. 

Now I ſhall anfwer to ſome O>j:@&rons, 

- Firſt of all it may be objeRted , How can it be made appear 
that there ts more excellency in the fect and roes of the great Image 
them in the bead of gold ? 

Unto this I anſwer, that there is, in divers particulars, us 
it is held forth in the letter. 

As firlt, There is more excellency in. the feet and toes then 
inthe head of gold, becauſe the feet and toes, which were 
partly of potters clays and partly of iron, have mixt them- 
telves with the ſeed of men, and fo upon this account the ſeed 
of men is wore precious then the golden wedge of Ophir : 
for none will deny but that the body of the meaneſt man in 
the world is more worth then raiment, and ſo-of gold , and 
whatſoever we look on asexcellent, Now this is in the 
letter. In a ſpiritual ſenſe the feet and toes of the great I- 

is more excellent , becauſe they have mixed themſelves. 
with he ſeed of men. Now the feed of men.in this nature,is. 
the Saints: 

Unto this it may be objefted, How can t hat be 7 for the- 


Saints are but men as others, as it 1s poten of Elias, and Moſes, 


and all the faithful, and ſo they have t 


prures ſpeak, 


tir infurmities, as the Scri-. 


Unto this E anſwer, It is trae thatthe Saints are men, and” 


ſabje&to infirmities, none will deny ; but the Kings daughter 
is all glorious within : the Saints do not appear to the world. 
as yet ;- but when the Witneſſes (Rev. 1 1.) (hall afccnd 1n.z 
cloud into heaven, then the cnemics ſhall behold them ; and- 
then the Saints ſballappcar as they are, unto the confuhon of - 
their enemies, which ſhall be. very.ſhortly.. 

Now it may be objeRtedb, If it be ſo as yow ſay , that the 
ſeed of men, Which are- mixed in the State , is the Saintr, as you 
all them; yet ſure they have done no good : And are they not over- 
vated, and accounted ac the wor ſt; of, men, becauſe they will not 
jm with the reſt of the body, inſomench that they are the meant to 

ing all to confuſron 3 Which if rhey had beld rogether , it would 
2 4 


bave. 
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11) 
have been otherwiſe. 1t is truegtbat thowgh the Stave have mixt 
themſelves with the = of men », Hy thereby to joyn thens» 
ſelves to the Irow, which is the ical power ; yet it cannet 
be ſo; for iron and clay will nos bold together : inſomuch that the 
ftone that was cut ont of the mountain bath but ſmore the Image 
wpon his feet, and bath broken them already. ' Now here may ariſe 
a Dueſtion , How it can be proved that there can br wore in the 
ſeed of men then in the bead of gold : for if the ſeed of men be the 
Saints ina a ſenſe, then the head of gold mmſt needs be wn- 
derſtood to be the Truth : andſo I ſay , How can it be made ap- 

ar that there is more excellency in the Saints, who are but men, 
then in that Whereby they are ſantified ? for Chriſt prays the Fa- 
ther thot he Would ſanttifie his by the Word; and the Word, ſays 
be, & truth, 

Vato this I anſwer, There is more excellency in the Saiots 
then in the Truth : IT will inſtance in ſome particulars. 
Our Saviour in Afatthew ſpeaking concerning the doctrine 
of the Phariſees, who taught that it any did ſwear by the Tem- 
ple, it was nothing ; but whoſoever ſware by the gold of the 

emple, offended : ye fools, faith he, for whether t greater, the 
gold, or the temple Which ſanftifieth the gold ? So by this we ſee 
that the Saints are more excellent then the Truth « they are 
the temples of the living God, the ſons and daughters of God 

Almighty , who do partake of the ſame nature, union, love 
and glory as Chriſt our Saviour, our Head and ELter Brother, 
ob. 17. yerſ. 21. unto theend. From the Scripture it 

doth clearly appear that the Saints arc more excellent then 
the Truth it ſelf. But I would not be miſtaken : for I do not 

ſpeak here of Truth as God is faid to be Truth; nor dare I 
ſpeak of it as Chriſt is called the Word of God, as in Fok3, 
1.7ob. and Revel, But I ſpeak of Truth as ic is beld forth by 

the miniſtery of man in Babylon, w hich appeareth molt glo- 
rious unto to the carnal ſenſe, being beld forth by men of 
learning ard parts, which (hall fallin the fall of Babylon. 

So, my dear friend, I have followed God in making forth 


that which he is to convey by me as by» 1inltrymenc ; 
to whom I acknowledge all : I is o fleſp ro glory in hae 
| | | : on 


Guo —_—_  — -- - — 


[C20] 
preſence, for it i none of mine, the Lord knSwe 4 And with 
this I hall cloſe up , deſiring the Lord will manifeſt kimſclt 
unto you, in diſcovering thoſe things which are hidden) from 
the-world ,- who ,, whea'they think of peace and ſafety , the 
day of. the Lord comes upon them as a thief inthe night, But. 
I may fay of you, as the Apoltle did of the Theſſ.lontans, Tow 
brethren are not in darkneſſe , that ſo that day ſhowld come wpon 
y0u 49 a thirf ; you are the children of the day ; We are not of the 
wight, nor of darkneſſe , therefore let us nor ſl:ep 4s do orhers, but 
tet xs watch and be ſober : And that muſt we do, te whom the 
Lord is pleaſed to diſcover himſelf , in making us to know 
that which is hidden unto others 2 we dare not fleep ror be 
filent, but ſtand upon our watch-tower, as to wait for further 
diſcovery, ſo to make known that which God hath revealed 
s'\rcady. -And ſo here 1 ſhall cloſe up, committing you to 
God, and to the power c& his-grace , 'who will mavifeſt him= 
felt more then ever, in making his to know that now, which 
hath been hidden from the beginning of the world.” And fo 


wiſhing all happinefſe in the Lord, I'fhall ever remain yours. 


m the greateſt engagements. 
An Addition, 


Now having ſpoken concerning the ſpiritual meaning of 
the feet and Newt b voor Das. > aid likewiſe is God hah 
enabled ie, ]T have anſwered to ſome OdjeRions 3 yet os 
further conſideration, there remain others ,' unto which by 
the help of God I ſhall give anſwer. 

Objett.x. In the firſt phce then, How 1 con make it ap» 
pray that the feet arid toes of the great [mage is one State ? How 
can it be confined to that Parliament of England whith u tome td 


confuſion ? for 3t is tvident the Scripture ſpeaks of divers Kinys 


Which art the feet and tors : for it *t ſaid in the laſt days of theſe 


Kings, ſpraking of the laſt power;, Which 14 thi feet and roes, that 


the God of beaven ſhall ſet np a Kingdoms © 
. Unto this I anſwer, that if' we wreft the Propheſics to 
the Letter, the fect and tocs appear to be divers Kings, even 
ten 


-.-” 


- 


F3 

tefi in mimber*, anſwering to the ten horns that ſuppott the 
beaſt, D4##.9, md Revirg, Howſorver, we have no warrant 
from the Seriprnore for any ſich inter pretation , the Seripture 
being altoverher filent t there is #n interpretatian given of the 
reſt of the four Monarchs ; but tor the Monarchical power 
which is in the mixture of the feet and toes, there is no inter» 
pretation given, but its own as , which the Seripture men- 
nons in Dn. 2.7, 8,11, Now in the Lettcr, the four Mo- 
narchics ſpoken of Dax.2, which was firſt the King of Ba- 
bylon; the head of guld , and fo the other three Monarchies 
ſucceſſively as the Sctiprure ſpeaketh it, needs no interprets« 
tion, becauſe it is clear in the letter : but howſoever, all Pro« 
hecies mult have a ſpiritual interpretation ; 'for if it ſhould 
confined to the letter, there would follow great abfurdities; 
becauſe when the feet of the great Image ate broken ; the iron 
and clay, braſſe, filyer & pold,falls all togetherg#nd becomes #8 
the chaff of the ſummer-floorywherexs it is well known, that 
the Babylonian Monarchy, and the other twu following, 'are 
fallerr; 'the laſt isfallen in good part ,* before the feer and rocs 
are broken, which in the letterare (#jdt6/be broken 41 the feſt 
place, by'theſtone which is cur out of ' the ritountainn, And fo 
it is- clexr that the great image fpoken'sf 'Das. 2, in to be 
underſtood otter wiſe then we have formerly : and'certainly 
it will appear to be that Inge of Babel that the Lord- will 
yd non: 1.47,52; Now the Tmge or Temapes: of ' Baby 
lon ute not ro be underſtood in the 1:ttte , 'ehatis'; ſecl(things 
as we count 1 , for they are-yot'capiblle of viſiting or 
puniſhing ; bur is to be underſtood iti # ſpirtual ſenſe , a#d {6 
whatſoever is ſpoken here in D as. 2, concerning this great I- 
mage; whoſe head was of gold, and his breſt andarms of fil 
ver, is to be accompliſhed in myſticil Babylon '; and (vin the 
felt place; the head of this greet Image , whith is6f fold, 
bene oo oo var preern ies Which __ in 
aby r orions truths which have 
been held forth by the Saints, butin-confuſion , which is Ba- 
dyton; 74.51. whereit is faid that Babylon bath beer av a gol 

den 6p inithe Lordo hand ; the cations have drunken of he 


; Wine, , 


— 


wine, therefore do the nations rage ; and {t Is evident that Ba- 


'the head of go 


L 


lon in the Saints, which is the head of gold, is lifted 
Kiry inreſpeR of thoſe unſpeakable comforts that the Salnen 
have in the apprehenſion of the truth which is held forth by 
Babylon, in that it is ſaid , How avt thow falen from beaven, O 
Lacifer, ſon of the morning, 11ai.14. 
Now goue- grne—— Babylon in the Saints, which is 
ld, now I ſhall ſpeak of Babylon in the Ordi- 
nance, which may be very fitly compared to the breſt and arms 
of the great Image, which are of filyer. I ſpeak of the Or- 
dinances which are held forth 1n the pureſt manner, even 
thoſe which are molt agreeable to the letter of the Word,even 
that element that melts with fervent heat , which is a degreo 
below Babylon in the Saints, which is the bead of 
Bat now it may beobjeRted , How can the breſt and arms, 
Which are of filver , pgnifie the Ordinances , whereas the Ordir 
MANCE in it ſelf is but a vail or ſhadow, and filver us a puro metal, 
though not ſo e of ag gold ? | 
Uato this anſwer ; Though the Ordinancein it ſelf is but 
wa es I 1) yet no queſtion but that there aro 
ſome glarious truths: d forth, ich may be compared un- 
a though the gold and filvet it (elf ſhall fall 1a the fall 
Now having ſpoken of the Kead of geld , and the breſt | 
age en. 
, Which zre of s that may very we 
yore nn eee 
England,as touchi ipline, I may very w 
ſay they we pena ug ade Haas 
from the Word tor what they praQiſe, neither tor the calling | 
of the Mijniſtery, nor the inſtitution of ſuch a Church. 


Now having ſpoken cancerning what is to be underſtood | 


of the Image of Babel in reference to the Saints, and the Or- 
dinances, and that counterfeit Church which was 


us, now I (hall ſpeak concerning thoſe parts ellaaley þ 
that cogcern the' in which Bip — | F 
and inthefarlt place Iſhall ſpeak of the Monarchs oneers 

| o 
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(15) 
ef this mixturs of the feet and toes, even that power which: 
rules in the tenth part of the great City, which us myſtical Ba. 
wi But now ſome may objet\, That Babylon © everywhere, 
and [> not to be confined unto any Stare, 
Uato this I anſwer 5: It is true that Babylon cannot be 
confined ; yer the Scripture is clear , that whatſoever is ſpo. 


| ken of that Babylon-wherein the Witneſſes areſliin, Rev. 14% 


Fer, 5@ and 51, or where the <aints are in bondage, &c, now 
this Babylon ſpoken in theſe Scriptures, is the tenth pare of 
the great City, which is þirirwaly called Sodow and Egypt, 
Where owr Lord was crucified, us Revit. which dothevidently 
appear to be this Iſlind of Great Britain, a8 1 have formerly - 
written, Now as for the Monarchical power that hath been 

aRed in the tenth part of the great City immediately before 
its fall , it is wel known to be before quoted D as. 2, 7, 8,11 

Chap. The Scripture will ſpeak it forth, tobe an arbitrary 

power , which hath evidently a to bein this Ifland z 

which arbitrary power hath not onely been in the Monarchi- 

cal S.ate, 'but in the foregoing Parliament of England, which 

didin its ſpecial manner appear tg be that glorious State ſpo- 

ken of Ez+k,28. and not onely have ſpiritual excellencies ap- 

peared in her , but ſhe hath appearedto be Babylon in.ſpecial 

manner, and in particular, the violence doge unto the Saints z 

remember March and] April, Anno. Dom. 1647; and fo ac- 

cordingly the inhabitants of Caldea. do -go onto fill up the 

gar =. their fin, in the perſecuting of the Saints, to the 

haſtening of the dreadful indignation of that God, who is no- 

thing.bat love in his own nature, but conſuming fire to his. 
enemies, 

Another ObjeRion may ariſe. . Some may ſay, #/#4t « the 
reaſon that you do give ———_— meaning of the bead of gold, 
and the breſt of fiver the belly of braſſe , and do onely give 
« literal fignification of the legs of ir0h, and the feet and roes of 
iron and clay ?- AR? 

| fuſw. Az for the three former, they have been accom- 
pliſhed already i the letter, and the fourth alot, though 
there 


a forthe literal intepretation 
of the legs, feet and toes of og? , and the ſpiritual 
interpretation of the head, brelt and delly , all this is tobe 


accompliſhed in a ſpiritual and literal ſenſe together ; 'and 
the ſpiritual ing of the legs, feet and toes, (hall be accom- 
pliſhed in the Kingdom of the Saints. And with this I hall 
cad this diſcourſe, C1 


bs 


| 
| 
| 


(17) | 
The S:cond Letter, 
Concerning the nature of the dif- 


ſolving the heavens and the earth. 


My dear Friends, 
Have cauſe to bleſſe God, who cauſeth me to triamph in 
tribulation 3 for ſure I am moſt in God, when I am 
weakeſt in my ſelf; and more enabled to a by the Spiric, 
when I am moſt ſtraightned in the fleſh ; and having ne-. 
thing in viſible appearance, in the enjoyment of the Saints, 
or any other ſpiritual or temporal comforts , yes / poſſeſs «ll 
ebings in my God , in whom I live , and hein me ; aod my, 
ioy and conſolation is not in my (elf, in that I live in God, in, 
mine own particular ; but my joy is the joy of you all ; for 
ſure s bound up with yours in talnetnats.e the. 
A ſays : I am 4 it youſtand falt in theſe texrible 
times, wherein che powers of heaven tre /ſpaken , and not onely, 
the pawers of heaven (haken in the Saints, but heaven it ſelf 
is paſſing away With a great noiſe, and the element melts With fer= 
went heat." | 
- Now hereI (hall, God aſſiſting, make forth that which I 
have formerly written, which for the preſent:I am deprived 
of ; howſoever,I do here depend upon tvs help, who I at ſure 
will give it in again , fo far as it is ſpiritual , enabling me to 
commanicate it for the benefit of others, ſo far as it ſhall ſtand 
with his glory : which Writiog did conſiſt of divers particu- 
lars 5 As, | 
Firſt, concerniog the [tte of the Church of God in Ba- 
bylon, in reſpeR of that wonderful tribulation before her de. 
| D liverunce 


(x8) 
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» and the glorious Ante of the 
hall follow 3 z concerning all which ons molto the 
Saints will joyn with me onely this wilderneſſe-co 
is lookt/ 09 as diſconſolate, inſomuch-that th Saint 
themſelves may think as the children of Iſracl , that it is beſt 
forthem to continue ſtil] in Babylon x eſpecially thoſe who 
dd notonnly hve under the Ordinances, bat in them, inabon- 

of (nlivle » Whick Fam ſures nothpiritual, 
mack that it may well] be compaced to the fleſh-pots of 


0. eater che fermer Welding, ſo far x8 God fball enable 
mie; 1 ſhall here make ic forth, and fo hew bow far the Saines 
do joy» with me, and where wo differ. Now allthe people. 
din dro arr map tony gucher his people 
out of Babylon, in them out of Darknelloand Ece 

REESE —_— 


- Ia the firſt place, and fo inthec they agree, 
is concerning this new heaven and carth that we de 
oc arg marr rr betill « opt ner en 


chat Jes hl be comerteothe Fi = my 
of the Church, molt con» 

prod & ion qo ney yet ſame do not deny but that 

there (hall be « temporal poteer which (hal go forth from 

the Saints.as in Revel.2, 16,19. and P/ah2. which is the Ki 

dom of the Saints that is.begun even here in Babylon 

their implacable enemies, as Aſic.4:from ver(.8. unto ty 


Dan,%. 41, Now I ſhall not uadertake to confute 
theſe particulars by force of A but \ hall hew 
ur 1can joyn wi k them; and where I differ, 


Now. 
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Now in the firft phece, Wierers the Saints do expeR a 
diſſolution of all thi: gs et the laft dzxy , when the Son of wan 
ſhall rome in the clots of braven With power and great glory, and 
xll the Saines with him inlike manner, who ſhall be gathered 
together by the found of a trampet , us in 1 Cor. 15. «nd 
1 Theſſ. 4 nnd 5 Chap. concerning which time, the Scriptures 
«tc x8 follow, 1/a.2. towards the end ; 1/a.13. Iſa51.6. 1/«. 
mer __— DC —— ay meg 
ptures, more, d PO t 
and anto this! will ofent nf doverlty that the 
orious ſtate of the Chorch ſball not be until all theſe things 
fulfilled which zre ſpoken in rheſe Scriptures z as our Sx- 
viour ſaith , Heaven — but my Word 
ſhall not paſſe z for that cannot , becauſe it is 
the foundation of the new heaven and the new exrth , x8 7/4. 
1, «6, which is not tobe underftood of the written Word ; 
that hall things are fulfilled, Now 
that Werd i 
as fob. 1, Inthe 
God, and rhat Word was God / fothat 
_ , ſo this Ward of God contianrs te 


by 

. Now fhill paſſe away , is 
nerally cxnceivedto betkis vithleheaven aadewrd, t 
and by what means, by fire, aod in what manner, it is 
forth ut large, 2 Per. 3. whetcit 13 frid , chat whe dey of 
is the pight , Whertin the bravens 
Ault paſſe eway With « great noiſe, ani the clement fhefl els with 


feronms beat j, and the tarth with the works therein fhaf be burnt 


ap. Now Tay I do difer in il rhſepartcalars in fome lene 
Firſt, inthe matter which fhell paſſe eyrey +/for 1 do nat 
—__ * + coll- 


* 


a” 


conſequently of that which follows, » 
Unto this ſome may reply, Do:b not the Apoftle Peter 
fprak plainly that the beavens and carth are reſerved to fire ag oinft 
rhe day of judgement and perdition of wicked and wngodly men ? 
Tothis { anſwer , if you do obſerve the Apoltle Peter in 
the words foregoing, you ſhall inde that he diſtintion 
bet ween the world that periſhed by water , and, the heavens 
and earth which now arc, whichare faid ts be reſeryed to fice ; 
whereas this viſible beaven and earth, avit ig underſtood inthe 


letter to be the firmament, and the earth that we live in, asit- 


was diſt;ingniſhed in theCreation,it is the ſame as it was from 
the beginning, as the mockers ſay, verſc 4. Now whereas the 
A makes this diſtin&ion. between the heaven and carth 
which was before the. flood, andthe keaven and earth t! at 
now is, whereas it is the ſame in the letter, nane will deny ; 1 


ſay ,from this diſtinRion of the Apoltle in this Seripeure, god 


concern the eway:of the Orgi _which is 
that honven dad er hath joully , unto the 
unſ] conſolation of the. Saints :. and -thiy carth here 


ſpoken of, is the beſt. part of man, as hix natural wiſdom, and- 


humane learning, ifts, not onely common gifts , but ſpi* 
ritual gifts, whereby —_ 
ON, WAICH May | 

the Apoſtle (| may have the common 


gifts of the Spirit. Now thoſe gifts that the Saints have been 
carried forth in of late,do evidently appear to be that clement. 

hich meles wich fervent heat. here you may obſerve, 
that though heaven in our ſenſe is thas gn fire 2 Per.3.13, ye 
xt is but diſſolved, and the clement is but melted onely : .here 
1s a diflerence between heaven and the clement ; for heaven 


onely ceaſcth to be in that manner as it was in grofſe, yet- 


there is no alteration in the nature of it « as when we ſay tho 


- — 


(20) 
conceive that thefe viſiple heavens (hall be-diffolved,, and fo- 


Iarameve teflon tha men coins ve = 
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., ol 
caſeth to be « body Politick ; and bkewiſe our precious Cors 
dials ( a8 Bezey ) As SED nn dy untill they be 
difolved into ſome liquidamatter : ſo God, who is our heavens 
in the Ocdinance ; for there can bz no heaven withour him : 
And fo when God, which is our hexven,{hall be thus diſſolved, 
and ceaſe being covered with a vail, then this vail Chall vaniſh 
away like ſmoke, which vail is the Ordinance; and-beaven be- 
ing diflolved,the Saints arc in a capacity to contain this heaven 
in the ficſh z and ſurely God, who is our beaven, ſhall « 
OILED IT ih 
tionsz for, us t e Peter faith , Fe, acc 10 bus pro- 
wiſe , look for « new beaven and a new rarth , Wherein dwellech 
righteow/nefſe ; which is not a heaven without us, as before, in 
the Ordinances and the ings of- men , but it is a heaven 
within us, even God mani in the fleſh of his Saints, as 
in the humanity of Chriſt. Now the Saints Rand in the 
ſame relation to God as our elder brother Chriſt , whilſt they 
are in the ſtate of imperfeRion, as Jobn faith, we are rhe 
ans of God, dry ee mag rr 1 : but whew- 

ſhall appear, We ſhalt be like bien ;, fort we fhult ſee) bim as be dg. 
aud then are the ſons of God manifef#. Now we (ee that we 
are no loſers, t our heaven being on fire hath been dif- 
folved : for now we have our heaven within us, that cannot 
be ſhakenzbut our heaven without us hath been ſhaken, which: 
is the Ordinance, aod hath likewiſe been taken away + for- 
when God withdraws, and doth notappeas in it , thertall is 

» But howſaever, here is matter of unſpeakable com- 
Ft to the Saints, even at this time wherein the powers of 
heaven are ſhiken, and ſhall likewiſe vaniſh away ; becauſe 
that which remains cannot be ſhaken , though it be diffolved, 
ane inches manner as formerly, as covered with 
ve CO IE: * 
w havi at large concerning the heavens bei 

on fire, which sdiffſolved to ſome, 0 be es es 
all, when the Saints ſhall ſce God as he is, becauſe the O:di> 
nance, which is that vail that hath hid the glory of God from 
ws whillt we ive ſo lowe io the carth, is taken away; herande- 
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(22) 
we cSuld not ſer God and live, except he had been ſo covered 2 
but when this veil hall vaniſh away like ſmoke, 1/a, 51. nd 
be rolled together like a ſcroll, Reva. 6, 14. wnd every mountai® 
and hell Chall beremoved out of his place, and hexventhall be 
(haken, and the carth hull beremoved out of his place in tht 
wrath of the Lord, //a.13.13,14. ' Heb. 13, God faith , that 
ance more 1 will not ſhake earth orely, but alſo heaven, Now this 
expe exere Ggnifcecheremoragte? thoſe things which are ſha” 
ken , that the things which caanor/ be may remain» 
And our Sawjour faith, Heaven end earch fballp affe away, but 
wy Word fool not paſſe away, which is God bimvſcf, Now that 
which raniſheth and paſſeth awey, and is farken and taken 2* 
of 


way, 10 theſe Scrip here ; heaven which is her® 
EET on 

inte bis Temple, Mal.3. 1, 0; But it #2 ſaid, Pho can abidt 
bis coming , aud who foal fhand when be ayyeareth ? Heaven 
paiicth away now with « noiſe ; there is great trouble 
ip the Saints when this (hall be. Now heaven, which is the 
Word of God, indRinQtionto that heaven which a- 
wap with agreat noiſe,v, 30, though this heaven, is the 
word of God, fhall bedifſolved,it remains the ſame innature, 
not in ſuch a grofſe ſubſtance 2 Now when it'is thus 


-/ ary And (o , '2s the Word of God did become ficſh in 
iſt our clder brother , {© this Word ſhall become ficfh in 


all the Saints, when God ſhall be meniteſted in theirflefh,and 
they likewiſe hall be deciered tobe the ſons of God; 
the Reſurreftion fromthe 3; not the'R ion of 


| bady natural, which we do not expeRt in that manner ey 
formerly we conceived, but the refurretion from the dead in £ 
ſpiritoal ſenſe. Now i refurreQion-of the bodies 
of the Saints which is afeer their natural death, ft is 
to Men 2» yet, and fol concerve it is to moſt of the 
Saints. As for that reſurretion* which is held forth com 
moaly in the Scripture, it isia pert made {non unto anc, ab 
oy + "2" 


j there is more ſpiritual efficacy in it then before, in 
reegre> ded yer nee as is ({ of Chriſt, 
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to be dead with Chriſt ,' 1nd © to barifen with king, Now 
to be dead with Chit, the Apoltle faith is to be dead wato the 
Ordinances, and all vails and{hadows; and to be riſen wick 
hias, ist6 live iaGod , in (cring eye tocye, when Go ſhalt 
wing aps agairt Sign, {/a. $3.. And fo that refurreftion which: 
we expe&,is not the reſurreRion aker dexth, but 2 reſor-- 
retian in 8 ſpiritual fepſe , whilſt wearein the fieſh., before: 
the tate of ; andit is a refurruGion our of # ſpiritua 
defetioo whic we baeebecn-Lrought. inqo, deing ain by our: 
enquire Hel where Lod faith, 0 Epirais, thaw 

dftroyed thy (elf i” me us thy belp, | here 18 

rhe, mpred hr the death of Cheſt, and the cauſe of this 
death ia the Saints.iv 2 ſpiritual ſeaſs, Now the cauſe of the 
death of Chriſt, was the fin of waokinde, 28 the Scripeure: 


ſpeaketh : but the Saints arc flain by their aww fin. 
Pune we ror Queſtion , Hew aavichefaidebejohe 
ſaiafled for. 


hefro On ELF 


- Aſn. t is true, the ariafuRion which was in Chil, it 
watfaffiricorrafone ; tos in that the whole Creation is. 
the have | and ib all did betizve,. 

wo have benefit by, this redenpties i for it is evident 
Dene are damned, but for the ie of unbelicf, as the Seri- 


Th ray Salpeſerc, thoughthees 


4ſufficient ranſame, yet none bave benefir'by. it , bus 
wha do believe, denathen men re 


ndfathe fades 


man ; yet they areſlain intheir 0wn.apprekeafion;wrhen thoy 
xe bareſt-ob Uh combine ſpanic;inthat God bath. 
withdraws himſfcif fromthem.s And here it may be faid they 
rod a hey ric In that they are contormable to. 

SET Eons 
a5 inde ews 2 and folk wid the the 
ar crank te Chriſt their Head, in being: 


14) 

WY RIES. wicked, in of reproach, 
&c. And» ſo the-Saints may be ſaid to be (lzin with Chriſt, 
when they are fltip by their iniquities , 2s in the firſt Chapter 
of Heſta; When Ephbr aim ſaw bu fichneſſe, aud Judah bis Wound, 
then Went Epbraim to the Aſſyrian , ſent to king Jarth ; yer 
could be not heal ner cure him of bis wound : for, ſaith God, 1 
will be unto Ephraim as a lien, and as 4 young lion to the houſe of 
Iſracl : I Will tear and go away ; 1 Will take away, and none ſhall 
reſcue, Andithen God returns to hisplace until they do ac- 
knowledge their off-nces : in their afiitions they will ſeek - 
timearly. And (@ the reſurreRion of Chriſt follows in the 
ſixth Chapter , where thoſe which are thus flain in a ſpiritual 
lenſe; take unto themſelves theſe words, and (iy , Come, ler 
«s return unto the. Loyd : for he hath Wounded, and be will beat ; 
after two days be will revive ws; and the third day we ſhall live in + 
bus fight, . Soin Hof\, 11 ,} it is aid that Epbraine bad deſtroyed 
biorſelf, x5 we may ſee in the words following, in that death - 


follows: for it is faid , that Ephraim was an wrwwi/e ſon': for 
rape Marino cry Trap | ah of tolls be 
rey wrragr) ; and wy rr ae CI 
', | [will ranſone power of ave, I 
wired bm ome 0 death, I any mo ; 
0 grave, 1 will bet iow : repentance fhall be bid fro 
mine eyes; Howlſoever , all his former fruitfulneſſe all bs 
blown away, 25 in the words following in the next Chapter, 
where thoſe which gre thus ranſomed as before , ' take unto 
themſelves theſe words, and ſay', 7 bey ſhall no wore look unto 
Idols, they ſhall ue more ſeek wnto Aſpur , nor any carnal confi- 
dence, but they foall Wait on the Lord, and in him ſhall they traſh, 
And thoſe who have attained unto a reſurreQtion with Chriſt, 
if they goon to know the Lord,be ſhall rerun as the rain, and 
as the later rain wpon 'the earth. And thoſe that (hall attain 
untothis reſurreion as before ſpoken , ſhal/grow wp as #abves 
is che tal, xs Mal.gq. - And thote likewiſe which are thus ri- 
ſeo wich Chriſt; ſhall be ſecurtd in the chamber ſpoken'sf in 
{{a.26, inteſpeRt of the ſpiritual man, whillt the Lord comes 
out of his place to ddltroy.the works of the ficlh in us, whith 
\ are 
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an ritual ſenſe; and the 
chamber is God himſelf, wherein the ſpiritual man liveth in 
ſecurity and , even that m o ſpoken of Revek, x, 
Who is cas wp to God, and co bis throne; Which mary childe 
ſhall rule all carions wick « rad of iron ; even this ſpiritual 
man ſhall be ſecured when the heavens are ſhaken, and the 
carth is removed out of .its place ; yea, the ſpiritual man ia 
thoſe who are living at the coming of Chriſt, which never di- 
ed inreſpeRt of the ſpiritual deſcrtions ; even that part of tha 
Church which doth gemajn when two parts are cutoff and 
dic, as in Zech.ug. from ver(.8, tothe end. I hs thy (picits: 
al man both in thoſe that are riſen at the coming 0 iſt, 
with thoſe that are riſen from the dead, ſhall be caught up in- 
to4he clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. Now theſe clouds 
we not the clouds of the air, but the clouds of heaven, which 
are the Saints themſad ves, which ſhall witneſe that all this. is 
dege 3 Chrilt's being takea up.into the clouds of this viſible 
unto 
the Saints 


diſſolved, which remains the 


wiienally: 2 
28 God ſhall 


And in the firſt place, concerning thai jywengs which 
mele with fervent heat, which certaioly is tobe underſtood ta 
be the glorious truths which are held torth in Babylon, in, 
Which there is great mixture of Errour, that may very well 
be com unto that head of gold, and the breſt and arms of, 
ſilver of thegreat Image, Dav.2, which ſhall be tri. d by the 
fire of the Spirit z and the truths cannot burn yctthey 
(hall be melted, and the fire ſþall try every-mans work , whe- 
ther it be of God or no 3 and I amiure, if any was builion the, 
— uw 
, whic 


which tries and refines the Truths and the Saints; and fo the 
melting of theſe clements, which are the Truth , (hall but re- 
fine them ev4jlyer, and purifie them as gold ; and fo it lofſeth 


hothing but drofſ©, whreh i# the carth and the works thereof * 


thit fhall be bunt 'upÞ; «8 follows in this Scripture ; which 
burning we have formerly conceived to be the utter conſum- 
mation of this viſible earth in which we live z but now we 
finde it other wiſe, in that the books which were ſealed begin 
now to be opened,'even that which was hidden from the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles , and Chriſt himſelf #s man , who ſpeaks 
concerning the end of the world , that of chat day and bawr 
knoweth no man, but the Father onely : bat when God ſhall ap- 
pear in his glorious manifeſtations in the Saints , and the enc- 
mics of -God ſhall behold the glory of the Saints, when the 
Lord (hell make bare his holy arm in the fight of all the Nat + 
ons, and all the ends of the earth ſhalt behold rhe ſalvation of the 
Zord, Ifa.52. but unto their horrour and amazement, Zech. 13, 
So you lee that the carrh before ſpoken of , which ſhall be 


burnt up, is not the earth we live in, which is harmleſ& in it- 


ſaf; for ſure it exn do no evil , ' but by the bleſſing of God it 


doth much good, t not of it (elf , yet accordirg to the * 


providence of God, who maketh the ſun to ſhine and the rain 
ro fall , that the earth may bring forth fruit : and ſure ev 
creature of God is good'in 1ts kinde, and therefore the cart 
cannot be faid to be evil; nor her works evil , and accordingly 
it ſhell noe be burnt up ; for the curſe is taken from the earth, 


10 that redemption that was in Chriſt : and in that the carth'is- 


not frai:fal, but brings forth-brizrs and thorns, and the like, 
it is not becanſe the earth is evil, but onely a juſt judgement 
of God, to make a fruitfel Land barren for the fins of them 
that dwell in it : and {6 we cannot finde in Scripture that this 
viſible heaven and- carth are to havean etd ; for we findeto 


the contrary, that they are to continue, as in er. 33-25, and” 
and fkewife , 


39-36. kewiſc1t is ſaid in the Pſalms and in Eccleſiaſtes, 
that the carth endureth for ever ; and ſo where it is ſaid , that 
the beavens and carth that now are, are kept by the ſame Word in 


Jtore, reſerved unto fire againſt the day of judgement and ome | 
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of wicked and ungodly men , this ye (ee is to be urnderftood oc 
ther wile then hath been formerly. Jos | 

Now I ſhall make forth in brief concerning thoſe things 

which do remain , according asGod ſhall revcal the meaning 
of this Scripture. ; 

Now inthe firſtſplace, where it is (aid , that thr heavens 
and carth hich now are , indiltiotion from that heaven and 
earth which were before the l»od ; which, it you do under- 
ſtand it in the lecter , is the ſacac as it was from the Creation ; 
and therefore, as I have before ſpoken ,' rhe beaver and carth 
Which now «, 15 to'be underſtood in a ſpiritual ſenſe, as, the 
b-avens tO be the glorious Ordinance wherein God bath ap- 
peared , and the eerth tobe wiſdom, and gifts, and the like ; 
theſe heavens and carthare to be reſerved to fire againſt the day 
of jndgement of Wicked and ungodly men. 

Unto this ſome may obje&t, How can this heaven and earth 
you /þrak of be reſerved to fire ſor the deſtr<Fion of wicked men, 
Whereas the Saints ſuffer the judgements of G1din this kind, and 
the wicked and ungodly are freed ? 

Unto this I anſwer , Zudgement begins at the howſe of God, 
as Peter laith ; andif it begin at the howſe of God, Where ſhall 
the Wicked and ungodly apprar ? andif it be thus with the green 
tree, what ſhall become CD dry ? But howſoever though this 
fire with which God doth judge fleſh in his Saiats , as it is in 
Iſa. 66, the Lord doth judge with fire and the ſword all fleſh, 10 
the firſt place:ſo I (ay this fire breaks forth in the houſe ofGod, 
unto the deſtruRion of the fieſh;and fo you ſee the benefit that 
comes by it, Now this deſtruction of the i-th ; it is not to 
be underitood in the letter, but ficfh in a ſpiritual ſenſe, and fo 
the works of the carth likewiſe. Now fl.(h jn the Sain's is 
that earth which ſhall be burnt up in ſome, by the fire of the 
Spirit , Which hath diflolved heaven , and hath weltsd 
the elements, and burnt up the carth with the works there- 
of, yen that which remains when the pure metal is refined 
and ſeparated from it, . Nuw this exth, as before I have ſpu- 
ken, is the beſt part of man, aS his Reaſon, Natural Wildom, 


and Learning: Now asthe fire of the Spirit diliolves heave , 
E 32 | and 
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end melts the cloments, and burns up the earth ; which is the 
A-ſh inthe Saints z ſo the fiery trials which are infli&t-d ppon 
the people' of God whillt rhey are in Babylon, do «F.& the 
fame work a5-he fire of the Spirit , though it doth not fo ap» 
pear to our apprehenſion, New when this is done, and hea» 
ven, which is the Word of God, is difſolved, ceafing to appear 
in a ſhadow, which is to ſee Chriſt 10. the l.ſh ; now we do 
enjoy heaven more ſpiritually, in that we have more ſpiritual 
diſcerning ; and Truth, which was oor clement, hath been 
refined, and hath loſt nothing but its droſſe ; and the earth be- 
ing burnt up in the Saints , whea all this is accompliſhed in 
the Saints, 

Objet, How can it be ſaid that the beavens and tarth that 
wow are, which i the Ordinances, as before ſpoken, can be reſerved 
ro fire againſt the day of judgement and perdition of wicked and 
wngodly man ? 

Unto this I anſwer ; It is, howſoever it may appear : for 
now heaven is paſſing away with x great noiſe, and the cle- 
hoy are mpang with —_ on Ce liſes tho 
works thereof are barning up, whick is in 
the Saints ; and at this time the Church of God is in a fd 
dition 2 for the forrews of a travelling woman are come up» 
on them, ##in Revel. 22, and Hoſ. 13, and 1/a5. 26. nay , the 
EI Ben penny and ſure it is not an caſic matter 

ſoul to part from the z and it isno otherwiſe 
when we muſt part from all our r comforts ; and fo 
when the Saints are under theſe fiery trials , the dolorous na= 
ture of them cannot be expreſſed 2 at this time the hatcful ene» 
mies of God, the inhabitants bf Caldea, do adde unto their af- 
fiRion, and in doing (o, they do procure damnation to them- 
.Klves, whoſe P—_ (as Jude faith ) of « long tire ſlambreth. 
wot 5 Where he ſpeaks-of Enoch the ſeventh from Adm, who 
ropheſied of theſe things, Behold the Lord comerh with ten 
thouſand of bis Saints, to execute judgement, $ec. And fo you 
ſee that theſe heavens and carth are reſcrved to fire againſt the 
day of judgement and the perdition of the wicked. Ard 
ſurely the long-ſuScring of of God, in that the heavens - 
cart 
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earth have not paſſed away , in, as the Prev 
faith , ſalvation to Ne, God wa _ that 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould be ſaved : that is, God 
will offcr ſalvation to all, and for this reaſon this heavens and 
earth are continued , which is the Ordinances, and the teach- 
ings of the Saiats, becauſe, God appearing in them, they are 
the ordinary means of falyation : for, as the Apoſtle Pau! 
{aith, fairb cometh by bearing the Word of God preached : and 
certainly, though there have been much of carth made forth 
by the miniſtery of men , yet there is ſomewhat of God, ſo 
much as is neceffary to (ilvation. And fo when this heaven 
and carth which is reſerved to fire in reference to the Saints, 
fh1ll paſſe away with a great noiſe, and the element ſhall melc 
with fervent heat, according as beforeit is ſpoken , then pre- 
ſently follows the perdition of wicked and ungodly men : 
for when hezven is paſſed away, and vaniſht away, and taken 
2way, Which is the Ordinance, themthere remains no more 
means of grace in an ordinary way, but howſoever no doubt 
but God will workextraocdinarily in bringing in thoſe who 
arc heirsof falvation. 
_ _—_— _ _—_— _ of wicked and 
y men followet ately vpon the paſſing away 
of the Ordinances, is, Becauſe when God is we png 
ple in deſtroying the ficſh in them , he dorh make uſe of the 
wrath of men, who do fill up the meaſure of their fin, by their 
cruel uſage of the Saints 3 but ſure the Wrath of was ſhall twre 
to the praiſe of God, nnd the remainder of wrath will he re-. 
ſtrain : and when God hath finiſhed his work on mount S's. 
on, whilſt they are in Babylon, and ſo (hall have gathered his 
people from all whither they have been led captive in 
reſpeR of 2 local ſeparation from their hateful enemies , then 
he will viſit the proud heart of the Kingof Babylon,and then 
the violence which hath been done unto the Saints, ſhall be on. 
Babylon, ſhall the inhabitanes of Sion ſay, as in Jer. 5x. and 
our blood be on the inhabitants of Caldea , ſhall Jeruſalem 
fay. And ſo when heaven and earth ere paſſed away, and the 
Saints gathered away , then follows the deſtruſtion _ 
WICK<O.. 
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wicked." - The Scriptures to M4 it greminy ; avin 7/4. 15; 
+4; oc, 7er.50,8 44. and 51,45. Afc.4. Rev. lis. This is 
the day of judgement and perdition of wicked and ungodly 
men. 

Now y=_=z ſpoken, ſo far as God hath carried me forth, 
concerning the former particulars ;- I ſhall come to rhe next 
as it lieth in order, which is concerning the glorious [tate of 
the Church that ſhall not be until the Jews are converted un- 
to the Faith. - Vito this I do agree - with thoſe of this judge» 
ment ; howſoever we diff-r concerning whom thoſe Jews 
are which ſhall be converted. Now as God hath made known 
to me; I conceive that thoſe Jews which are to be converted, 
arenot the vatural Jews : for we krow there.are no natur: 1 
Jews, in that they arc mixt among all Nations, Bur [ct it be 
granted that there are z.yet it can be proved that the ten Tribes 
did never return out of Captivity , and fo likewiſe they have 
no Genealogie : howſoever I donot deny but that there are 8 
remnant of thoſe people according tothe d:Rion of grace. 
But the Apoltle Pax/, who ſpeaks molt of the converſion of 
the Jews, ſpeaks by the ſpirit of prophecie; and ſure the Pro» 
phers and Apoltles , t they ſpake by the inſpiration of 
the Spirit, yet they did fce no further then the accompliſh. 
ment of rhe Prophecies in the letter, in that the ſpiritual mean- 
ing was ſhut up until the end of time, asin Dan. 12, You 
ſhall finde that when the Apoltle had ſpoken ny concerr- 
ing the calling of the Jews, Rom. 11, when he had ſpoken all 
which God had revealed by the Spirit , he breaks Prth in 0 
admiration ; O the depth of the richer both of rhe wiſdom and 
knowledge of God ' how unſtarchable are bus judgements , and 
bis ways paſt finding out ! And ſo when we read in Scripture 
concerning the calling of the Jews, it mult of neccſlity be 
confined to the ]/rarl of God ; not 1/racl in the fl: ,” but the 
Ifracl according to eleftion , who arethe children of God ac- 
cording to the promiſe, which cc nfilt both of J-ws and Gen» 
tiles ; for the Apoſtle ſaith , Rom. 3, that be i nor a Few Which 
« one onrwardly , neithr= us that Circumciſion Which ts Cireungcie 
fon in the fleſh : but Circunsiſion uu of the heart, not of the _ 
whoſe 
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Whoſe heed ani; he And the Apoſtle faith- 
likewiſe, Ad are not Iſratl, which __ Iſratl ; but in Iſa«c 
ſhall thy ſeed: be called : | So the. children of the promiſe are 
cdunted for the feed. Andin Row. 11, it is faid . that rhe efc-: 
Hion have attained what they ſonght for ; but the eleRtion have 
attained ic , and the reſt were hardened, But and if you will 
needs hve it tobe the Nation of the Jews which ſhall be con- 
verted ,* it cannot bethe natural Jews, becauſe they are mixt 
amonglt the Heathers, Why-then it mult needs be a Jew ac- 
cording to.profeſſivn : Why thenif it beſo, "we ſee a good: 
part of the Jews by profeſſion converted to the Faith already;. 
and the Lord will make x ſhort work in the earth; For do you 
not ſe2 many of the Iſracl. of God which have been under the- 
bondage of the Law , in entering into Church-fellowſhip ?: 
and do not we ſee that God -does-begin to- difcover unto them | 
their errour, in thinking that they were ander the Goſpel, and' 
ſo polkſt of the ſubltance ? but now they fiade, nato their 
ſorrow, that it was but a ſhadow , in that it vaniſhed away.. 
open th lonſt of. David ad th ibabieaner of Jrnſepmoths 
wpon the houſe of the inhabitants of the fpo- 
Fit of prayer and/npplication: and-though they are in fneiin 
the conſideration of what they have done,and (o look wpon bins 
whow t hey bave pierced, and ſpall be in bitterneſſe for him, as one 
that is in bitternefſe far his onely ſon ; and in that day there ſhall 
he great mourning in Jeruſalem , 4s the a of Hatadrin= 
won in the valley of Megiddo, as in Zech. 12. from verſ. 10, to 
the end ; but though 1 ſay) it be thas with the Saints at pre- 
ſent , there is a joytul day at hand , when the Lord all retwn 
their Captivity as the rivers in the South, And fo whatſoever 
js ſpoken concerning the return of the children of Ifrach out 
of Captivity, it is to be underſtood of Iſrael in the ſpirit. And 


' whereas the Scripture ſpeaks ini the Revelation of the Tribes 


 - <pomhmmn it is to be naderſtood likewiſe in this 


Now as for the judgement that is given unto the Saints,the 
plorious ſtate of the Church , it confilts moſt of all in reſpeR 
of ſpirituals ; though 1 do not deoy but thut there ſball a 
| temporal, 


temporal power , Loom nt 
in began even here in Babylon, Sad tg 
,W in Dav.2. 2455.4. Now I do joyn with the Saines 
ms h I maſt oo ferhert for ie will 


the Ki om is begun in Babylon, yet it" 
Cc tendin bylon, which 'is Confufi on ; but itis clear 
that God will gather his people out of Babylon , for divers 
Reaſons. 

The firſt is, Becauſe they are to be diſtiseuiſhed from other 
in that God will ap appear in hent in flary: which can- 
IN; wrt an are 4 black at 

—_ are t ſcowring of all things, are vile m name, 

,- Jn prr ip nb ey + rs he was on earth ; 
but when he ball appear, We ſball appear With bin in glory ; and 
certainly che whole nareh ſhut be full of the ſalvarion of rh Lord, 
—_—_ arm in delivering his people , which cannot be until 


qrherwfromamcngt our ies and fo go before 
ws hin oF 


Now another Reaſon is , why God will gather his 
from all places whither they have been led captive ; 
re ime, of Moſer and 
be Ll pe he Dermal rh, wt 
broug into nw Hof. 2, 14. 
And ture the Lord hath denounced to- gs 
on Babylon, which affaredly ſhall come to paſſe t' and the 
Lord can do nothing in thi inde, until he have gathered his 
people out from amongſt them, des > or eqn: 
prove the gathering away of the Sziots out of Babylon, #nd 
the utter deſtruftion that follows, are, 1/a. the 13, 14, 5, 51; 
and 52 Chap. Revel. 18. Now the Scriptures By do 
ſpeak of the wilderneſ that the Lord will 
into when they are delivered ont of Babylon, are wi 

many : in which wilderneſſe,thougb there (hall be nothing 
yy ſpirituals and temporals , yet the _ of 
Lebanon ſhall be brought into it , and the fru of Car. , 
mel, Now this wilderneſſe which is prophefied of,that Chal 
bea receptable ro the Saints, it was never yet accompliſhed in! 


tho 
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| —— Pal 
het; inf cherihee wee Sly pete br nib 
pliſh:d both in the letter, and in « ſpiritual ſenſe, Now it is 
1.0: needfal for me to (peak br concerning this wit 
eerneſſe : for the Scripture felt is focicar, that he that runs 
may read it. The Scriptures to prove, are theſe: {/as. 5 x. 1,24 
1ſa.43. from veri.4. to the 12. 1/ai. 35. thorowout ; 1/a.5 1.3: 
Ia.48 20. Hef. 2. from verl. 14. tothe end z Rev.123, Exch, 
34. 1/ai. 34. from ver(.20. to the end, 

Now I had thought to cloſe up this Diſcourſe that con» 
cerrs the wilderneſk-condicion which we do expe God 
EN his Church into, when he ſhall (eparate them from. 

which is to be underſtood as well Literally as fpirity- 
ally. But ſeeing it is ſo incredible @ thing to the Saints, I 
vonceive they will have but little minde $0 compare the Scri. 
ptures which ſpeak of ſachs condition. And therefare, fince 
1X is the will of God cocall me forth to make it forth more 
— _—_ mY = of threeparticular 

In nce, you may take notice | 
eſtates which (ball befal che Saints in this life, which may very 
LEY ipiri abelon wee bo 
are to in ſpirit » as 
be rendered « Srate ard a National Church ; both which —_ 
or waa wilderneſſe, are to be anderſRood in x: 
ſpiritual ſenſe. w:the Scripture toprove,. 1s Horan 2.. 
where God doth denounce his zadgeryents againſt bis people, 
in'caſethry donot put away thetr adtileeries from! batween . 
their breſt ; and becuaſe they dovot , the j entfollows, 
which is, to betript naked', and fit 2s in the day wherein the - 
was born, in being made ns n wilderndfle; and {et as a dry land, 
end fltin with Chriſt ; nt foirgocs on toverſ.34%. Newm. 
this the condirmon of of God is remarks». 
adly ſet , inre as who have commitecd ſpiritual 


—_ a3 - = ny 11 of « large 


OTE, Fo v 
of the creature, as in 7/as. 9. 4. and 10.27, ahd then follows 
the wilderneſſe-condition, Hoſ. 2, from verf. 14. to the end, 
We may ſee the like in 1/a.32. er. 30 and 31 Chap. I pray 
compare theſe Scriptures, which ſpeak of the wildernefle- 
condition that doth befal the Saints in this ſpiritual deſertion, 
when God hath bereft them of all, 

Now there is another wildernefſe-condition in reference 
to the Saints whillt they are in Babylon, which is of another 
gature, a8 in Revel. 12, where there is mention made of the 
womans fleeing into the wilderneſl. :z>efore ſhe hath wings gi- 
ven her, as is ſpoken in ver. 14. to fi:e into the wildernefſe 1n 
reſpeR of a local ſeparation ; which hath been the condition 
of the Saints ever fince the defeRtion from the Faith ,. for the 
ſpace of one thouſand two hundred and threeſcore days z but 
now it is accompliſhed in the condition of the Saints which 
have brought forth a man-childe ; which man-childe is caught 
up to heaven, unto God and to his throne; which ſhews that 
the ſpiricoal man'in thoſe who are enlightned with that light 
of God, in whoſe light we fee light ; Lay, the ſpiritual man 
infuch a one lives in God, though as we are in the ficſh, we are 
in Babylon, amongſt our hateful enemies : And —— 
in God ir this ſenſe, may be underſtood to be that wi 
into which the woman flees immediately after ſhe hath 
brought forth a man-childe , where the is kept in reſpe& of 
ker ſpiritu2l ſubfaltence. And this we may likewiſe ebſerve ; 
(beis fled into this wildernefſe before (he 1s perſecuted by » the 
dragon, and ſo hath wings given her to flee away, And fo I 
ſee that this wilderneſſc in a ſpiritual ſenſe may be (aid to be 
God himſelf, as in 1/ai. 33. 'when the Spiric ſhall be poured 
down from on high, even that wildernefſe ſpoken of 1n Hef. 
2, Which we were made invur ſpiritual deſertion, ſhall be a 
fruitful field, and the frhzitful field a foreſt. | 

Naw m_ ſpoken of the wildcrneſſe in the ſpiritual 
deſertion, and after the reſurretion into which the woman 
flees 3 now the main bufineſſe is to prove that the Lord will 
gacher his people into a wilderneſſe, as « wildernefſe is to be 
underitood jathe letter , when the Lord ———— 
aunts 


Saints inreſpeR of a local ; LM from Babylon: Now 
the Scriptures to prove this, are as followeth t //a.35..tho. 
rowout; 1/448.20, 21, 1/a.51. at the beginning ; Fer. 31, 
1,2, Ezh,34.25. you may take notice of - the whole Chapeer 3 
Hof. 2. from —_—_ to the end ; Revel. 12. 14. 1 pray 
compare theſe _—_— b 

And fo with this I ſhall cloſe up, nothing doubting bat 
that the Lord will in his good time reveal unto his people 
thoſe things which have been hidd@ the hegjoning of 
the world, whilſt that others ſhall promiſe to peace 
and ſafety, when ſudden deſtruion (hall come upon them, as 
fravel upen a woman with childe z but the Saincs ſhall fore» 
{ce the evil, and have an eſcape, 


| Conceming:the Reſurrection 
> ds ko: --...» SING 


Dear Friends, | | 
T 1s the will of God to call me forth to heark what he 
(hall fay, and fo accordingly ro communicate it io the 
ſame givings forth of the Spirit , in that here I malt make 
it known to you, before I can conceive it in my (elf. Now 
the main thing that God will (peak by me at preſent , is con- 
cerning the condition of mankinde after natural death , and 
ſo[likewiſc of the ReſurreQion of the body : and ia this God 
doth condeſcend unto my weakneſſc, in that ſome few hours 
fince I did retain fad chooghts concerning the ſtate of the 


>. on , With t ſhall, before the glorious 
feſtation of Jeſus Chriſt inthe iſh, and ſo likewiſe of 
the redemption of the body ; which redemption ſhall be as 
well temporal as ſpiritusl. Now the faithful who are depar- 
ted this life already, with thoſe who ſhall before this glorious 
manifc{tation, it doth not a that they do partake of that 

_ which they do-who (hall live unto that tiaue, and if that 
wedo not expett the reſurreRion of the body after the natural 


Unto this I anſwer ; Though we do not expet ſuch a re. 
ſurretion as formerly , yet we do expeR a reſurreRion of the 
body myſtical: for when ſome of the people of God (as in 
1 Cor.15.) might objeR,according to their conceiving, 28s the 
Apaltle ſpeaks 1n that place, Some may ſay , How are the dead 
raiſed, and With What bodies come they forth? Tow fool (faith 

ve) 
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he) char Which rhav ſawrſs is not E008 cxiopt indie, invert, 
35. «ud that Which than feweſt , thou one} was the body Winch 
ſhall be, but bare graix\, it nity be of Wheat (or ſonve wthin grains 
but God giverh a body as it plaaſorh him + and fo he goes on-w 
verſ 4%. fo «ld w+ht riſurreftion of the dead : it is ſown in core 
rhption, aud it is raiſed in igtorruption ; it ts ſown in d:ſhonogr, 
and r aiſod in glory 3 it is ſown in Weaknefſe, anudvaiſid in power ; 
it is ſown a natutal body, andraifeda ſpiricndd bedy. There & 4 


natural body, and there ts afpirituct body; a ie 1 written , The 


fir flier was wdih & living ſort, and the ſkcond {dane 
Was made a quiekning fplrie. And fo it follows unto'verl. 4p. 
where it is faid, As We have born the image of theocantbly , [+ 


Wer ſhould bear the 'of tbe bua { thavig, ap we now 
boar the image 66- , ferro Sc of Chriſt ia. 
the f:1ly;\ fo we ſhall bedrtheimageut che -Chrilt, 


who is ſaid to be +quidkning ſpirit 1 and hereweareraiſed's 
ſpiritual body ; for che body 1s Chriſt ; and fo the ſpirituul 
bodics of the Hainte ave nor Giſtinit one om dniocher,” bue 
pp MES arid (oithis fall God halt be 
Co eaktiod r Ved Gehorehorelink of alle compo 

7-ui r on 'of this carporal 
l {ſenſes litornl, 


, or f{:þ andbloog, us well in. a fpiricuet 
bees or Lets of God, either ran corruytion | 
lncorruption : and (othe ith , "'BeBol4; 1 forrw you's 
avyfry; We ſhall novel dhe, be": f54l al Be rhanged, in's mes 
aut pgs oy EBay at 104 Lf rump (+ and it'll] 
le is called the great that hall found, and then the dead 
In Chriſt riſe ; concerning which I hava ſpoken in \aqothet 
plac, - So you ſit ther theſb Seriptarts do Aot'eongern the 
refatreftionof the dody afteridexth, whielvdeith canvor pros 
perly be faid-ro-bedeath , ire chiae the dedy is batted + Taberimit 
ee)” now « Tabernacle eennet be ſaid ro diggonely it is dGol- 
wed ; asthe Apettle ſaith , hen his #arthiy tabtrnacle foal be 
difſelved, we have a houſe not made With bands, but ternal inthe 
brave,” And fo natoral dearth may be Looked ones when 2 
mn puts 6ff his eloth&s when he goes to reſt' + und the Apo» 


{le could dcfire not tobe unclothed, that is, ro put off this my 
tur 


/ 


wral 9 » bat rather tlie? unto that tine when the Saint's! 
ſhall be clothed vpon , and mortality ſwallowed up ot life. 
Ando likewiſe the Seripture ſpeaking of:Chrif,calls his f'(h 
a vail, ſaying, the nai, which 6 iis fleſh: + And fo-the natural. 
body is onely « vail; and when this vail, which is the fleſh, is 
put « , then man may be ſaid to die, and then this vail, wbick 
15 the body, returns to the earth, and the fpiris returns to God 
that gaveit, Now this ſhews that the reaſonable ſoul which 


isin -|| mankinde, is God bimclf,, who s ina wicked man as 
well as in the Saints ; us the A ſpeakiog to the Atheni- 
ans, com them a the 

riu 

brief, 9 Now though: 

Led man, Chriſt is notinany 

977 rn pe og | 

God is manifeſted in the ; howevet , the 

the ſame relation to God their Father bef 


he that firs on the white horſe in Revel, 19.11, who iscalled 
Fairbful and True 1 1 ſay , that which is ſpoken. of 'in theſe 
Scriptures concerning Chriſt, it is to de applied toevery: 
ticular Saint , who are comprehended inthe.pmber os ok 
that overcome, Reve/.3.20, where it is faid ,, He that overcomn 
«tb, and heeperh my works wnto the end, to him will ] give pewer 
over the nation, and be ſhall rule them with « yod of iron ; «4 the 
weſſels of « potter ſhall rbey be broken to pieces, even as 1 havs re- 
cerved of my Father ; and ] will give wnto him the Gright morne” 
* hw ts likewiſe P/al. 2. which ſpeaks of that power 
which is given to the Saints, which is confined unto _ 
p / WRICA, 
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which ſhall overcome, whae "200 down with Chriſt in 
his throne, as in Revel.3.21, where it is ſaid, To him that o= 
vercometh, will 1 grant to ſis With me in my throne, even as [ alſo 
overcame, and am ſet down vith my Father, an bis throve, Now 
when it is thus with the Saints, Chriſt ceaſeth.to be a Media» 
tcur, in that the Saints are invelted into the kingdom, and (o 
declared mightily to be the ſons of God, .by the relurre&ion 
from the dead, and fo have overcome hill and death, bing ri- 
ſen with Ghriſt, as in Hoc 6.2, 3. and 13.14. 4 Will ran/ome 
th:m from the power of the grave, [ Will reanem them from death, 
O death, [ will be thy plague; O graveyl mill be thy d traftion. 
Now this ranſome is an overcoming , in that ic is ſaid in the 
Revelation , that the Saints did overcome by the word of God 
and the refflimony of feſms, which, is done in the glarious mani- 
teſtation of Jeſus Chrilt ; and ſo weare ina capacity to oy 
the warks of God unto the end Now this may be underſt 
divers ways , concerning. which .I cannot ſpeak at proumes 
But when the Saints (hall thus overcame, they hull t dowp 
with Chriſt,ia his throne, even as he overcungand fate down 
ia his-Fathers throne. Now this Kinglow of Chriſt is di- 
ſtin& from the former, which was the Kingdom of Chriſt ia 
the fleſh, x Kingdom of Forms, a power aver us ; but this 
Kingdom throws down all forgs and power over us, and ail 
powers that were over us allo ia reſpet of the Ocdinances, 
Which vaniſh away when this Ki doth. begin : ard a 
likewiſe this Kingdom hill throw dowa all powers on earth, 
Dgn244. ſpeaking there of the laſt powers, it is ſaid , In tho 
days of theſe Kings ſpall the Gad of heaven [@ mp a Kingdow 
ch ſpall mrver be deſtroyed ; and the Kingdow ſh4ll not be left 
to avether prople , but it ſh ul break in pieces and conſume all theſe 
Kingdoms, and hand for ever, Dan, 37g itis ſaid, The ng- 
and dominion , end the greetngſſe of the kingdom wnd:'r + 
what heaven, ſhall be given toe the prople of the Syiner of the moſ 
High, whoſe k dem 1s an everlefling gem, and all dominion 
Shall ſerve a ro him; whichis t fu n:(& of God, which 
,comprehends all the Saints departed, which ſhall be manifdt-» 
£d infd.(b, which is that reſurr.ion ſpoken of as belare 
Ww 


Now this Rihgdorn = KOO isbe 
put th Babylon, 
Now Ntre'T hive made 2 digrefMion from the.mrer in 
hand, in Apt w God 2: but now Ina reaurned =» 
win, ll I ry ſpeak furrher concerning theſe 
Þ etlcubtiry;aeccathis lgeet, which is concern- 
the tart of the be, the body 
Now OY —_— I and never 
riſeth »guit &s colive : and chat which is own, it dicth, 
ard caſeath'to de asit was ;. that ſame body never appeareth.. 
And fo when man dicth, his body rturnech wwre che vareb, as in. 
Fecleftaftrr, ad Grrn.4.19, where it is ſaid, /» tho ſwomr of thy. 
brow: the ſhalt dat bread, wntil then rerwre vo the varrh ; for de 
of vt wiſt thou raken : for duff thow art , and rd tuft halt then 
betwrn, 
Unto this —_— jeS, Phe rremtnre it ranſomed from 
rival deatb, by rhe redemprien onedaey oP. Ar veſpett of 
the bydirs rewralning vorr in the & ſaid, Cor. x$,. 
Yhat As in Adam all die, ſo in ore Challe mule alive 1 
_ thi $rprare ws conch thr hb ryſlurroltion 


body. 

Unto this I'anfoer , There eat) ho fuch _ 
from this Scripture, x Cy. 1 5.22. for whereas 
in Adin al di, ſo in Chriſt al all be wade alive ; this fe. 
wad rbſurre&ion is to be underſtood io ſpiritual feriſe ,- and 
'net to beundarſtood of the deitt ard refurtc&won of the bo= 
vy 2 for matural dexth cannot be Gid fittply to bedeath' 5 wnd 
Þo the reſurte&ioh of the nafural botly cahnot be feid to be 
life ; for if it were fo , the botlies of the wicked may be fald - 
to rife to life, as well as the Saints ; But dctth erernal is death, 
_ eterfal gs z 0 beg yen ad. yoo 

ye reet to our 
Lavour of Gf ge erin God whe inter 
and nn love, as the Apoltle faith, Gedi# love, and he 
that loves in live, liveth in God and God in him , this is life 
eternal, to know this God, nnd his Son, whom he hath raiſed 
Frag thedead ; not nely to know that God hath —— 
m, 


i 


- 
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(4r) | 
from the dead , but he hath raiſed me with Chriſt , and fode- 
Rroyed dexth in me, which is the laſt enemy : in that weare ri- 
fen with Chriſt , death and hell are deſtroyed in the ſpiritaal 
man, ind caſt into the lake of fire and brimfſtone, which is the 
Jitontl hath + now this teond dearh belongs to none bur the 

. Wicked, the Saints being = freed. 

I be dem What thus lake of fire and brim- 2 
Fone is , aa ſo conſequently What ts the ſecond death from Which 
the Saints tyy free, 

Unto this I anſwer; The /econd death is onely that horrour 
bf Confaſfon which ſhall be in wicked men in the day of per. 
dition, concerning which the Saints have ſome experience in 
the laſt and deſertion, as in Hoſe 13. 13, 14. from 
whence they are tanſoined x and ſoin Das. 12.1, 7er.30, be» 
ginting atwerf.y. For thas ſaith the Lord, We have beard a miſe 
of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. Ark ye now and ſee Whe« 
(hoy a was doth evavel with chil » Wherefore do ] ſee every man 
With bus Bands on bit loins as 4 Woman in travel , and all fates are 
rnd into patene ſe, Alas, for the day is great, and there is none 
Bikes it : "ie i» eve the vim of Fatobs trowble 3 but he fhall be ſaved 
ont of it, ' And {0 it follows in ver(. 8. which ſheweth the 
fall == 3 7EaIY the Saints , as m—_ bodics temporal as 

pi . 


Now death in a fpirittal ſenſe, is death ; #3 to becaſt out of 

the favonr of God, or. tnd this was the death that God did | 

tb dow, in the try that he did eat the forbidden | 

fait, Gev:3. Now this death is fot the natural death of the | 
dody ; for that cannot be ſaid to be death, as before it is ſpo- 
dee htm, inte edepion thr wenn Coil 
| 0 on that was in Chriſt : for 
now thete is no hatred in'God 3 for Grd is love ; may , he is 
l»vetohis encinics, as our Saviour faith , Love your enemicr,” 
that yt way be like your heavenly Father : nnd God faith, Anger 
1 09 in mr, ein Ys. for, ſhould God beangry , the creature 


-* But thenje maydeobjefited,, if God be love ro all , why are 
"1 al ſhoved t* - 6 bs, x 
* an» - 
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T anſwer , Becauſe ad, manifeſt himſelf: in his 
own nature unto :any but thoſe who are ordained to life, as in 
Atti 2. As many as were ordained to life , believed, So Judas 
ſaid, Why doſt thou manifeſt thy ſelf to us, 444 not unto the warld? 
And our Saviour laid , To yow it i given to know the myſteries 
of the kingdom of heaven 1; but to them in parables, that they ſee> | 
ing might not /ee, and hearing might not coxcet ves And the Apo- 
(ile faich , that 1/-acl bath not artained what he ſougPfor z but 
rhe cleflion bath attained it , and the reſt Were hardened, And 
to where God doth not manifeſt himſelf in the face of Jeſus 
1.1 the anointing, ſuch a one continues in-unbelief, and ſo dead 
$1 treſpaſſes and ſins : and ſuch were ſome of you, us the Apolile 
ſ.ith, uotil we were waſhed and mage clean -by this anoint» 
10g. -And fo thoſe in whom this anvinting, this Spirit of Je- 
fas is, in whom Jeſus Chriſt is cone in the fleſh , tuch a one 
nred not that any ſhould teach bim ; for, as the Apoltle faith, the 
anointing teacheth him, Ang ſo as we are taught of God,ſo 
arc we hike wile freed from the bondage of the Law y and all 
Forms, nay pf nrker de, in //a.10.27, Where it is faid, 


It ſhall come to paſſe in that day, - that his burden ſball be taken off 
thy ſhoulder, and bis yoks.from off thy neck ; and the yoke ſpall be 
deſtroyed becauſe of the anointing. And 1/ai.g, it 1s aid, Thew 
baſt broken the yoke of the burden, the ſtaff of the ſhowlder , and 
the red of the appreſſour , as in the days of H{idiap. : for rvery 
barrel of \the Warriqur us of confuſed noiſe, and With t ng gare 


6, 17. and then weare freed from all ſeryi as well tem- 
poral as ſpiritual ; for there ſhall be no griewing Meier Ber 
pricking thorn 3 the whole creation: be. ſubjcR to the 


"Saints, and they foal rwle over their oppreſſonurs * 1/a5. 65 oIF» 


Behold, my ſervants ſhall ſing for joy of beart , but you. ſhall bowl 
for vexcation of ſpirit ; andye ſhall leave your Name for a curſe to 
my choſen, And it follows, verſ.p.. Bebold, { create new heavens 
and a new earth ; the former ſhall nat-be remembred, nor come i»- 
to minde ; but be you glad and rejoyce for ever in that 1 create : 

or 
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behold, 1 crears Jeruſalem 4 rejoycing nnd her people 4 joy ; and 

for voce mega be no more beard in ber, nor the voice of 
erying. And {out follows to verl. 23, where it is aid, T 
foal not labour in vain, nor bring forth in trouble > and in vert. 
25, The Wolf avd the lamb ſhall feed together ; Which ſhews 
the glory of the Saints in this life, and their freedom trom ſer- 
vitude. When it is thus, we are no more ſubjeR co any Law, 
but the law of liberty ; and ſo we are made kings and prieſts to 
Ged, to offer up ſpiritual facrifice, when the Lord ſhall haye 
thus purified the /ons of Levi by this anoincting, that they may 
bring an offering to him in righteouſneſſe, as in Aſad. 3. Here 
I have made a digreſſion. 

But now if God will put words into my mouth, I (hall 
ſpeak as concerning the reſurreRion of the body, and the (tate 
of mankinde after natural death. | 

Now in the firſt place, ir is clear in Scripture that there is 
no reſurreRion of the natural body ; but that refurreRion ſpo- 
ken of, is the reſurreRion of the body myſtical, which is to 
be underſtood in two particulars, 4 

Ficlt, a reſurreRion in this life out of a ſpiritual deſertion, 
as I have formerly ſpoken of at large. 

Now there is anether reſurre&ion of the myſtical body, in 
reſpeR of the Saints departed,concerning which Chriſt ſpeaks 
to Martha, when ſhe did anſwer to our Saviour according as 
the people of God do now adays, as they do conceive of f{pi- 
ritual myſtertcs ; Bute when our Saviour faid unto her , Thy 
brother ſhall riſc again; ſhereplicd , 7 know that hb» ſhall riſe a- 
[x at the reſurreftion at the laſt day, But here we may ob- 
erve, though our S:viour doth not contradit Afartha in 

lain terms, yet he ſpeaks quite contrary to her conceivings z 
ur (laith he) 1 am the reſwrreftion and rhe life +: whoſoever bee 
lieveth in m:,though he Were dead, yet ſhall be live ;, and Whoſorver 
livith and b:lieveth in me, ſhall never die, So that from this it 
is clear, that death natural is not death,and the reſurretion of 
the natural body is pot life, becauſe we know by experience 
that the people of God that live, and believe in Jeſas, dodie a 
natural death. Ang fo this reſurrection: ſpoken of in Scri- 
G 32 pture - 
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pture is to be underſtood: in eitus ſeriſey a8 in the firſt 
lace a reſarreRien out of a ſpiritual deſcrtion , which the 
th avd refurreRion of Chriſt did typific, as now that 
Chriſt ſftered as our ſurety, and ſo as a f1nner : 2nd though he 
was put to death in the-body , yet he did not die as other men, 
but onely lay down his body 3 fowit was ſaid of him,that God 
wou'd not leave hi: foul in grave, neither ſuffer his toy to ſee 
eorrupiion z for, be {aid down bu life, to take it up again. 

Now as Chriſt was flyo by our fin, as our ſurety; ſo we 
are Nain by our iniquities in a ſpiricual ſenſe, as it was ſpoken 
of Ephraim, Heſ.13.1. tothe 15. 

And not onely doth the reſurtcRion of Chrilt typific the 
reſurreRion of the Saints out of ſpiritual deſertion, as in //a. 
26, and Hof. 6. (but the reſurre&ton of Chriſt did typifie the 
reſurre&ion of the whole myſtical body after natural death, 
as before ſpoken, And likewile it is aid, when Chriſt comes 
in glory,all the Saints are gathered together from the four Wwinderz 
which ſhews a general reſurreion , as well of thoſe that are 
depart.d , thoſe whichyſhall be alive ar that time. And in 
Das.7. it is ſaid, when the ancient of days did fit, chowſands and 
thonſands ftood before bim , and ten thouſand tixvrs ten thew/and 
did miniſter wnato him. Now, as I have formerly ſaid , this is 
not to be underitoed of the natural body, but the reſurretion 
of the myſtical body con in one. 

Now having ſpoken of the reſurreRion of the Saints after 
their natural death ; I ſhall now,/God aſliſting, ſpeak concer- 
ning the [tate of the wicked, according as (hall give it in 
to me. 

» As the glory and joy of the Saints in heaven is nnſpeakable, 
concern:ng which, Eye bath not ſcew, no? tar beard, neither hath 
it at any time entered into the heart of man toconceive ; which 
NOW # revealed to ws by the Spiris, though it cannot be appre- 
hended in the carnal ſenſe, &s weare fiſh : fo on the contrary, 
that'hurrour of conſcience and torment which (hall be in t 
wicked, is likewiſe unſpeakable : For when a wicked man 
dies in reſpeR of his natural death, that ſpirit of God whick) 
is1n« wicked man, returns to God again ; and ſo God _— 
wicked 
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wicked man is ( for ev-r and ever; and fo God ceafirh 
to be Love as to them , and the creoture is given up unto the 
devil, to be tormented toall eternity ; which torment begins 
in the day of judgement and perdit1on of wicked and ungod 
ly men; and ſo it isclear in Scripture, the wicked arc not to 
be tormented until that time : for a ſpirit is not capable of 
torment , but when it isin the body z and ſo the ſpirit of the 
devil that is in a wicked man , ſhall remain unto all eternity, 
And as in the day of judgement and perdits:9 of Wich:d men, 
there ſhall be a ſeparation between the ſheep and the goats, the 
Saints and the Wicked ; even fo likewiſe (ball Chrilt appear, 
and all bis Saints With him, which make but one incompre- 
henfible God, one Body, which is Chriſt : fo this incompre- 
henfible God , this Chrilt, the manifeſtation of the Father, 
ſhall appear in thoſe living Saints , who ſhall live ſucceſſive- 
ly, and fo this glorious manifeſtation ſhall come in mare 
and more, until the incomprehenſible God be comprehended 
ja the Saints. And then when it is thus, the body all be clo- 
thed mpon, and mortality ſhall be ſwallowed wp of light, and theſe 
very bodies of fi:th ſhall be annihilated and brought to no= 
thing. Now as this glorious manifeſtation of God ſhall ap- 

in the fleſh of the Saints, which is that reſurreRion ſpo- 
kenof, in that weare raiſed a fpiritus! body : ſoon the con- 
trary, all the infernal fpirits which have a&tedin the ſpirits of 
the children of diſobedience from the beginning ofthe world, 
ſhall be comP>rehended in one body, which is a ſpiritual body 
likewiſe, the ſpirit of the devils: and fo all theſe infernal p1- 
rits being comprehended in one, ſhall be manifeſted in the Ah 
of the wicked , when God (hall fay, Go ye curſed into witey 
darkneſſe , Where there ſhall be Weeping and gnaſhing of teerh 
World Without end : For, the Worm ſhall never die , and the fire 
foall never be quenched, And © it is clear from Seri , 
that all the infernal ſpirits ſhall be tormented in the bodies of | 
the wicked who ſhull live antil the day of Judgement , be. 
caule, 13 I have formerly ſaid, a ſpirit is not capable of tor» 
ment, but a ſpirit is capable of joy , concerning which we 


have a cloud of witneſks in the Scriptures, in what God hath 
revealed 


fevealed to his people. And now to this we ſhall finde that 

the devil ſpeaks to Chriſt in thoſe who were poſſeſt , which 

caine out of the graves, myoz_ who cried out, what have 

we to do With thee, O Jeſus the Son of God ? art thow come to 
torment ws before the time ! And from this Scripture, the 

bodies of the wicked , whoſe time of torment ſhall be when 

God hath deſtroyed death and hell in his Saints, which is all 
darknefſe, all fear and terrour, all vexation of ſpirit which the 
Saints are ſubj<&t to before the glorious manifeſtation : but 

when God ſhall appear thus in his Saints, then hell and death 
Which remain yet in the fleſh. after the beginning of this ma- 
vifcſtation , m_ the ſpiritual man be deftroyed;, (hall ibe 
calt into the lake of- fire and brimRtone, which is the ſecond. 
death 3; and ſo the Saints may be ſaid to torment the wicked, 
as the devil ſpake to Chriſt : which time of judgement is not 
yet begun ;z but when the Lord ſhall give a- deliverance unto 
all his people , both from the ſpiritual bondage ,. and out of 
the ſpiritual deſertion ,. then begins this hell to the devil and, 
kis angels, which ſhall be in the bodies of the wicked , as in 
Zechs 14.12. Iſai.66. laſt. 

Wich this I ſhall cleſe up- this Diſcourſe, committing 
both you and this unto that God who will bring to light thote 
things which have been a long time hidden in darkoefle ; nay, 
he will make known that which ha:b been kept ſecret from 
the beginning of the world ; not onely that: which was made 
known to the Prophets of old, and the Apoſtls, who faw no 
further then the letter onely , that which God did reveal unto 
them by the Spirit, which was to be accompliſhed in that age: 
for they did oncly ſce Chriſt jn the ficſh , and fo they did tee 
Chriſt as thorow a vail, and accordingly they did expeRt more 

ious manikftations which ſhould appear to them who 

ve unto the time of the glorious appearing of the ſecond 
coming of Chnit ; which mani'eſtation doth now begin to 
ſome , in whom the day»$ ar doth «ppear. 
So [ ſhall cyer tc azatn yours in Chriſt, 
Elizabeth Avery. 
FINIS. 
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